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ity over those people. I shall disappoint them. I have not been educated to overthrow the civil authorities in time of peace, I intend to recognize the fact that the Civil War is at an end, and shall issue my order or proclamation accordingly. I tell you this, because I may lose my commission, and I shall do so willingly, rather than retain it at the sacrifice of a life-long principle." Gladly did I uphold him in these sentiments, and expressed a willingness to confront and share with him every difficulty that might come through the desperate men who were then making efforts to destroy the Government.im, and he was not long in letting it be known to President Johnson, who, being in entire sympathy with his views of admin-istrating affairs in the South, would not listen to his appeals for relief. The loyalty he felt for his Government and its constitution would not permit General Hancock to assume an authority which, as construed by the Reconstruction leaders in Congress, in his opinion amounted to absolute despotism, a rule that was at variance with the spirit and the law of our institutions, and he was much perplexed over the difficulties ^hich confronted him in his administration of this district; difficulties only to be understood by those coming into direct contact with them. He said to me: " I am expected to exercise extreme military author-  He   rebelled   openlywas not hea!ttt*j a^
